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AMEMEASSY ISLAMABAD IMMEDIATE 
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SUBJECT: (S) AFGHANISTAN: 

WITHDRAWAL OF SOVIET TROOPS 

REF: STATF 303306 ^ „, Tl .„^ 

(c) ^efc^TEL ACTIVITIES AT SEINDAND ANi/ ANNOUNCED 
c-nrr INTENTION TO ALLOW PRESS COVERAGE OF WITEDRAWAL OF 
SIX SOVIET °EGIMENTS FROM AFG-EANISTAN INDICATE TEE 
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SOVIETS ARE INTENT ON MAKING HEADLINES THAT WILL SHIFi 
GNUS FOR LACK. OF PROGRESS TOWARD A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT 
A*AY FROM THEMSELVES. PUT PRESSURE ON PAKISTAN AND THE US 
•Cn SCME "RECIPROCAL GESTURE, AND UNDERCUT SUPPORT FOR 
THE ANNUAL UNGA AFGHANISTAN RESOLUTION. W2 INTEND TO 
r C vM £sT PUBLICLY ON THE SOVIET WITHDRAWAL ONCE WE HAVE 



0: :?A. 



_ilc z^Ttm? 






BRIEFING TEE PRESS CN PARTIAL 



N ADDITION 



_ TO MAKE A FULL ASSESSMENT! __ 

FsURROUKDING IHE EVENT. IN ADDITION, WE 

'WORK 'iYfP RESPONSIBLE AND FRIENDLY REPORTERS WHO 
WILL BE COVERING THE EVENT TO ARM THEM WITH ENOUGH 
U^OEMATION THAT WILJ^A) PUT TEE SIX REGIMENT WITHDRAWAL 
IN*TFE CONTEXT OF A CONTINUING SOVIET EFFORT TO UPGRADE 
ITS MILITARY CAPABILITIES IN AFGHANISTAN, AND E) PERMIT 
Th«M TO ASSES? TEE NATURE OF TEE PARADE OF TANES/ TROOPS. 
2.~(U) ADDRESSEE POSTS SHOULD SEEK TO BACKGROUND FRIENDLY 
SECRET / 
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SECRET 
V ^BERS OF LOCAL PRESS WHO WILL BE TRAVELLING TO 
AFGHANISTAN, DRAWING FECM TALKING POINTS B£LCW f AS 
APPROPRIATE. **E WANT TO AVOID GENERATING STORIES 
""CUSSED PRINCIPALLY ON OUR NEGATIVE ASSESSMENT 0? TEE 
illEDPAWAL CR GIVING UNFRIENDLY REPORTERS AN OPPORTUNITY 
TC C C *RGE A USG ATTEMPT 10 V ANIPULAIS TEE NEWS. 
'FERFFCRE, POSTS AT THIS TIME SHOULD BRIEF SELECTIVELY 
CMV THOSE REPORTERS WHOM YOU TRUSI. 

—CM JULY 2S, GENERAL SECRETARY GORBACHEV ANNOUNCED PLANS 
IC WITHDRAW SIX SOVIET REGIMENTS — ONE TANK, THREE AIR 
LEFENSE AND TWO MOTORIZED RIFLF REGIMENTS— BY YEAR'S 
iND. A SOVIET PRESS SPOKESMAN HINTED TEAT THESE 
aIUDRAWALS MIGHT BTCIN ON CR ABOUT OCTOBER 5. 
CCNSTFUCTION OF REVIEWING STANDS AT SEINDAND AIREASE AND 
RECENT EXPEDITIOUS APPROVAL AND ISSUANCE OF ENTRY VISAS 
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TC JOURNALISTS TC VISIT KABUL SEEMS TC CONFIRM THAT SOME 
MOVEMENT OF TROOPS IS IMMINENT. 

—IN ANNOUNCING THE SIX REGIMENT WITHDRAWAL, GORBACHEV 
\CTFD IT WA'J MEANT "TC HASTEN A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT AND 
SHOULD IS MET WITH A RECIPROCAL SIEF IN THE FORM OF 

CURTAILMENT OF "OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE". 
—ON JULY 30, TWO DAYS AFTER GORBACHEV'S VLADIVOSTOK 
SPEECE, THE UN-SPGNSCFFD NEGOTIATIONS RESUMED IN GENEVA. 
THE ROUND ENDED ON AUGUST S WITHOUT ANY PROGRESS HAVING 
BEEN MADE ON THE CENTRAL ISSUE OF A COMPREHENSIVE SOVIET 
HITHDRAWAL TIMETABLE. NO DATE WAS SET FOR THE RESUMPTION 
OF THESE TALiS. 

—IF GORBACHEV SOUGHT TC FASTEN A POLITICAL SETTLEMENT, 
THE TABLING OF A SHORT WITHDRAWAL TIMETABLE FOR TEE 
COMPLETE WITHDRAWAL OF SOVIET TROOPS SHOULD HAVE BEEN 
PRESENTED AT GENEVA. THIS IS WHAT THE UNGA HAS DEMANDED. 
—IFF PARTIES AT GENEVA HAVE AGREED ON THE ISSUE OF THE 
CESSATION OF SO-CALLED "OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE". IF THIS 
TCr.EN WITHDRAWAL IS MEANT TC SIGNAL A WILLINGNESS TO GET 
SOVIET TROOPS OUT OF AFGHANISTAN, IT IS WELCOME, BUT THE 
NEXT STEP SHOULD BE A PROMPT TABLING OF A COMPREHENSIVE 
TI^TASLE FOR THE EARLY WITHDRAWAL OF ALL SOVIET FORCES. 
— IFIS TROOP WITHDRAWAL GESTURE APPEARS TO BE MILITARILY 
INSIGNIFICANT, AND DESIGNED PRIMARILY TC UNDERCUT SUPPCRT 
-OR IKE ANNUAL AFGFANISTBN RESOLUTION IN THE UNGA. 
—SINCE THE SOVIET INVASION ALMOST SEVEN YEARS AGO, THE 
SOVIETS HAVE STEADILY UPGRADED THEIR WEAPONRY AND ALTERED 
IFEIR ORDER OF RATTL2-T0 IMPROVE THEIR COUNTER-INSURGENCY 
WARFARE CAPABILITY. ** THEY ARE RELYING INCREASINGLY ON 
LIGHT AIRBORNE FORCES RATHER THAN HEAVY MOTORIZED 
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SECRET 
COLUMN'S? THEY HAVE INTENSIFIED AMBUSH AND INTERDICTION 
ORATIONS ALONG :SE EORDER ARtAS AIMED AT STYMIEING 
INSURGENT MOVEMENT ANT SUPPLY, AND FOR THIS PURPOSE ARE 

USING v ORS AIR AND ARTILLERY POWER, CONVOY AMBUSHES, AND 
SMALL UNIT ATTACKS. 

—•PES THE SOVIETS INVADED AFGHANISTAN IN 1979, THE 
TFCCPS THEY USED i/ZFE LARGELY bZSZZ'Jl UNITS FROM CENIRAL 
fi*i; f a IT- AN ORDER OF BATTLE GENERALLY CORRESPONDING TO 
V -AT PREVAILING IN THE SOVIET FORCES. THESE UNITS WERE 
fcCUIPPED FOR CONVENTIONAL MILITARY WARFARE AGAINiT MODERN 
ARMIES, k'Al WERE ACCOMPANIED BY ARMOR, AIR DEFENSE, 
ARTILLERY ETC. 

— cx^Ci T e AT TIME, THE SOVIETS EAVi STEADILY TRIED, 
*IIPIN THE NUMERICAL LIMITS THEY HAVE SET FOR THEMSELVES, 
TO FIELD A FIGHTING FORCE THAT IS MORE APPROPRIATE TO 
COUNTFR-INSURGENCY. TFEY HAVE INCREASED AND MODERNIZED 
TKEIR FLEET OF ARC'S, INTRODUCED ADDITIONAL AIRPCWER, 
INCLUDING TEE SU-25, AND INCREASED THE NUMBER OF 
PERSONNEL BETTER TRAINED IN COUNTERINSURGENCY . 
— THF SOVIETS ARE CONTINUING TO REFINE THEIR DEPLOYMENTS 
IN AFGHANISTAN TO MEET THE NEEDS OF THIS TACTICAL 
RFFCCUS. OVER THE LAST TWO YEARS THERE HAS BEEN A 
SIGNIFICANT INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF SOVIET SPECIAL 
PURPOSE FORCES, THF SPETSNAZ. THERE ARE NO* SOME 4*523 OF 
THESE HIGHLY TRAINED TROOPS IN AFGHANISTAN, PERHAPS 
DOUBLE THF 1963 LEVEL. 

~iEl SPETSNAZ REPORTEDLY GET PRIORITY HELICOPTER LIFTS 
AND FAVF PLENTY OF ARMORED TRANSPORTATION, TWO FACTORS 
WPICH ARE IMPORTANT FORCE-MULTIPLIERS. THE SOVIETS ALSO 
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HAVE MADE SOME IMPROVEMENTS IN MOUNTAIN WARFARE, ALTHOUGH 
USSR MEDIA REPORTS STILL ACKNOWLEDuE DEFICIENCIES IN THIS 
ARcNA, EVEN AFTER SOME SEVEN YEARS OF WAR IN AFGHANISTAN. 
—THE WITHDRAWAL OF THE SIX SOVIET REGIMENTS IDENTIFIED 
BY GOREACHEV MAY BE AN INTEGRAL PART OF THIS 
CONTINUING SOVIET EFFORT TO RESEAPE ITS AFGHANISTAN 
EXPEDITIONARY ARMY INTO A MORE EFFECTIVE ANTI-GUERILLA 
t r a c E 

--*CUP OF THE SIX REGIMENTS — 3 AIR DEFENSE, 1 TANK — 
HAVE NOT BEEN ACTIVE IN COMBAT. THE AFGHAN RESISTANCE 

CLEARLY HAS NO AIR FORCE? THE SOVIETS' SOLE REMAINING 
TAaK REGIMENT FAS LONG BEEN UNDERSTRENGTH AND ITS TANKS 
DISPERSED AND LARGELY- EMPLOYED IN STATIC DEFENSE ROLES 
♦ HERE MORTARS AND MI'NES WOULD BE MORE APPROPRIATE. 
—WE WILL STUDY TEE AVAILABLE EVIDENCE AS THESE ALLEGED 
WITHDRAWALS UNFOLD. CUR PRELIMINARY ASSESSMENT, HOWEVER, 
LEADS US TO QUESTION WHETHER THERE WILL BE A NET 
REDUCTION IN SOVIET MILITARY CAPABILITIES IN AFGHANISTAN. 
--RAT»ER, THIS HAS THE HALLMARKS OF A PROPAGANDA EXERCISE 
SECRET / 
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SECRET 
'WITHOUT MILITARY SIGNIFICANCE. 

-THE SOVIETS ARE USING* THE ANNOUNCEMENT TEAT SIX 
RfGIMFMS WILL EE REMOVED rROM AFGHANISTAN AS TEE 
C INT T? PIECE IN A CAMPAIGN AIMED AT OBSCURING THEIR 
CONTINUED REFUSAL TO PROVIDE A COMPREHENSIVE AND 
-FALISTIC VITEDRArfAL TIMETABLE AT GrNEVA. 
FCB THOSE WHO ARE INTERESTED, ■£ HAVE TECHNICAL 
INFORMATION ON THE COMPOSITION OF THE REGIMENTS EXPECTED 
TC EE rflTHDRAVN, INCLUDING LISTS OF EQUIPMENT ECR TYPICAL 
SOVIET REGIMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN. 
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—PARTICULAR UNITS VaY^VARY SCM.EWEAT, BUT A 
MOTORIZED-RIFLE REGIMENT, FOR INSIANCE, SHOULD CONSIST 
LARGELY OF ARMORED-PERSONNEL CARRIERS, USUALLY EMPS. IF, 
INSTEAD, A REGIMENT IS LARGELY MOUNTED IN TRUCKS CR THE 
OLDER BTRS, IT MAY INDICATE THE SOVIETS ARE TRYING TO 
LEAVE THE MILITARILY MORE VALUABLE APCS IN AFGHANISTAN. 
3. (C) TECHNICAL INFORMATION ON TEE COMPOSITION OF 
TYPICAL SOVIET REGIMENTS IN AFGHANISTAN IS BEING SENI 
SFPTEL. POSTS SP.CULD CRAHf CN MATERIAL AS APPROPRIATE. 
KABUL MINIMIZE CONSIDERED. •EITEEEAD 
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